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MINERS ISOLATION 


After the failure of the NCB's Christmas bribes 


to get more than a fraction of the miners back 
to work-70% are still on strike- the battl 
has become a fight to the finish. There have 
alreacy beer some power cuts and reductions, 
and coal stocks at the power stations are 
being depleted. Soon the bosses will have to 
begin moving coal. from the Esacciinbd where 

- there -are-Large stocks. ans. E = 
carry this out have alreacy been mace, and it 
is for this reason that police have occupied 
strike-bound pitheads. 

To smash this strike the bosses have 
mobilised their forces of repression more 
fully than at any time since the General 
Strike of 1926. The police have been used to 
turn whole sections of the country into mini- 
police states, restricting travel, carrying 
out arbitrary arrests of workers, beatings, 
photographings, finger printing, telephone 
tapping etc. At the same time the bosses have 
used their courts and their laws to cut off 
money and food to striking miners. Strike funds 
have been seized, and the strike declared 
illegal. Shipments of food from workers 
abroad have been turned back at the ports 
or destroyed. Thousands of miners have 
received savage sentences on the flimsiest 
of charges. The entire bourgeois media, press 
and television have been united in a chorus 
of hatred and lies against the miners in the 
name of freedom and democracy. In fact, so- 
called "democratic freedoms" have been wiped 
out and the present society revealed for 
what it is, the dictatorship of the capitalist 
class over the workers. 

Almost a year of bitter struggle has 
proved that to be effective the class must 
break the bosses laws, simply because these 
laws are made to smash any real resistance 
by the working class to capitalist exploit- 
ation. The tactics adopted by the miners, 
such as illegal mass picketing, blockading of 
roads, sabotage of scab lorries, guerrilla 
tactics against the police and scabs are 
necessary. Other workers should support 
such tactics, and utilise them in their own 
struggles. But no amount of militant fight 
by one group of workers alone can defeat the 
bosses, who have the whole might of the 
capitalist state at their disposal. And the 
might of the capitalist state includes the 
so-called friends of the workers, the 
Labour Party and the Trades Unions. 


THE JUDASES OF THE ‘LABOUR MOVEMENT'. 
Throughout the strike the trades unions have 
consistently weakened the strike by isolating 
the miners from other workers on strike, or by 
openly supporting strikebreaking. The T&GWU 


Solidarity - needed now! 


twice kept the dockers strikes separate from 
hat of the miners, and has made no attempt to 
stop coal moving around the country, or 
entering from abroad. NACODS fell over back- 
wards to prevent a strike linked to that of the 
miners, even when its own members voted 80% 
for one. Sirs and the ISTC oppenly supported 

he use of scab coal and ore, and helped break 
picket lines in the steelworkss;even their 
feeble promise to cut steel prodcution to 80% 
has not been kept, as it has fallen only 2% 

in a year. If Sirs is a Judas, the mark of Cain 
is on Chapple and the other leaders of the 
EEPIU, who have not only instructed their 
members to work on and break this "unjustified 
strike”, but have applauded the savage repress- 
ion meeted out to the miners by the state. The 
TUC itself condemned miners for fighting back 
against state violence and all their promises 
in September of "full support" for the miners 
have come to nothing. The reaction of the 
South Wales miners who shouted Willis down, 

and hung a noose in front of him, showed their 
anger. As an Ayrshire miner said, "The only 
thing wrong with that noose was, it should 
have been round his neck¥ The same miner reve- 


aled that the STUC had threatened to cut off 
all aid to miners who had contact with and 
accepted any financial support from "non= 
accredited", ie revolutionary, groups. 
Similarly the Labour Party has demanded 
that the miners obey the bosses lawg and let 
the police walk all over them. In many areas 
of the country,eg south Yorkshire, it is Labour 
e_and provide 
the finance to terrarise the Miners. Again and 
ed to defuse the semi- 
the miners' fight by 
to the community 
ce, and provide 
ir "excesses", 
ear that he regards 
embarrasement, and wants 
y as possible. Not 
surrisine, member that it was under 
Labour's "Plan for Coal", that more than 80 
pits were closed since 1974, with 50,000 job 
losses, and that it was Labour's Energy Minis- 
ter, Benn, who introduced the productivity 
deal which opened up the divisions in the 
miners camp that have been the greatest single 
gift to the bosses in the present strike. 
The responsability for the scabbing in the 
Notts. coalfield lies with Benn and the Labour 
Party. 


BREAK THE ISOLATION! 
The result of svch moves is that the miners 
are now totally isolated; and muted tendencies 
towards generalisation, such as occurred ih 
the docks, or at Fleet street, have been 
strangled. The only way the plans of the NCB 
and the government can be defeated is to 
spread the strike to other sections of the 
class. There is no chance that the unions 
will do this; miners need to go directly to 
other workers, and explain the need for 
generalisation. Today all wokers face re- 
dundancy and speed ups and wage cuts. This 
is because capitalism itself is in mortal 
crisis, and has nothing to offer the workers 
worldwide except more exploitation and 
finally, its ultimate solution of war. Miners 
in Britain are in the vanguard of the interna- 
tional class resistance to the sacrifices that 
capitalism is demanding, and their lead should 
be followed by other workers. As in 1926, a 
defeat for the miners would lead to a fresh 
assault on the jobs and wages of all other 
workers. Thus the miners are struggling for 
the whole working class. Despite the reactionary 
NUM slogan of "Coal not Dole", the more advanced 
miners have seen the significance of their 
struggle, and have used the slogan "Our fight 
is your fight". 

But generalisation isn't a metaphysical 

Continued on Page 7 


Editorial 


WRSs 6th CONGRESS:MARGINAL NOTES 


Readers of World Revolution(No78, Dec 1984 ) 
paper of the ICC (international Communis 
Current) in Britain, will have noted an 
article in that issue on the recent Congress 
of their territorial section in the U.K. 
In this text, the attentive reader will have 
noted the fuller clarification of several 
themes, which have been "alive and struggling 
to be born" in the organisation, or at least 
in its British section, for some time. Since 
we endorse many of these clarifications on 
points germane to the organisational question, 
we wish to welcome the appearance of this 
text. 

In this text the comrades of WR assert 
quite correctly that the most important 
factor in the development of class consciousness 
is "the organisation of revolutionaries, which 
is by no means a simple product of the 
immediate class movement".Let us welcome this 
development, as well as the recognition by 
WR of the crucial "distinction between class 
Consciousness as an historical, or depth 
dimension, and the immediate extent of 
consciousness in the class", though we would 
have wished a more explicit affirmation that 
this is a difference more of quality than 
quantity. The comrades further argue, and 
here they will allow us to paraphrase, that 
what they call substitutionism (the party 
acting on behalf of the class) is only 
a danger in periods of reflux, while those 
errors described as councillism and spontaneisn 
tend to weaken the class at the crucial 
juncture of the assault on capitalism itself. 
From this they conclude, and again we blush to 
simply agree, that the main danger facing the 
revolutionary organisation today, is that of 
underestimating its own importance, and of 
making concessions to councillism in theory 
and. Irachise. We would wish to stop here, in 
an "orgy of reconciliation", but in order to> 
edn a little the’ ‘epithet ‘of "sectarian * which 
the ICC throw at us, we will allow a few 
nagging doubts about the positions in the 
WR article to surface. 

x in question notes-and here we 


which have their roots in councillismjwe wilt 
not deal wit ese but simply refer e 
reader to the text. The comrades of WR also 
note a fact that we ourselves have pointed out 
that almost wi ut exception, all the splits 
whi choo TOs hee SST SINCE STE TNE ETTOM 
have given Dirth to councillist tencenciee. 


W. as this ed. Here e arti 


mi simply impressionistic, arguing that the ICC 


has not deepened its criticism of councillism 
enough, has conciliated towards the current 
and so on. But the question we ask is;why 1 1S 
current and no other, anc the reason is because 
the ICC shares(or shared) a common ground with 
councillism. [Lis only recently that the | 

es of WR have been filled with councillist 
Be eS TESTE eon Se 
Gonsciousness', or the ‘consciousness of the. 
working class being necessarily @_commnist 
consciousness' and so forth. We will not cover 

Ts erouna again, since the reader can do 
“so in the voluminous texts we have devoted both 
on a polemical and theoretical level, to these 
councillist deviations of the ICC. Here we 
recommend "Class Consciousness and Councillist 
Confusions" in Workers Voice 17 and "Class 
Consciousness in the Marxist Perspective" in 

Revolutionary. Perspectives 21. 

We are not being so proprietorial as to 
complain that the ICC appears to be stealing 
our clothes, nor expressing pique that the co- 
incidence of these shifts in their position, 
with the barrage of criticism that we have 
directed against them not noted. (Instead 
we are offered the explanation that all this 
is some kind of belated reaction...to events 
in Poland!). Nor is there any explanation of 
the disastrous effects of councillism in 
practise, which led the comrades of WR to 
seriously consider whether the Notts. 
scabs in the miners’ strike might not be the 
real advance guard of the class, because they 
opposed the unions. And here we come to the 
heart of our reservations; the reasons why the 
IcG has found it necessary to publish this text 


are missing, and also missing is the clear 
recognition and assertion that it represents a 
change i. 

The ICC has always had a Janus face on 
consciousness and orgarisation, attempting to 
conciliate Marxism with councillism, allowing 
them to select quotations to refute whatever 
critic opposed them. What is necessary is not 
simply for them to stop concilliating to 
councillism, but to uproot it from their 
theoretical armoury, and to openly state 
that they are doing so. This text continues 
their methodology of fudging; in some ways it 
looks like a change of position, in some ways 
it presents itself as a simple re-affirmation 
of one of their Janus faces. Programmatic 
development must be made openly, otherwise 
there is a danger of profound crisis in an 


organisation, with a failure to c 
membership. More importantly, if ¢# clear line 
is not drawn under past errors, thi $ 


danger that the next contingent moment in the 
class struggle will lead to the line being 
regressed back across , 

Thus the hembers . of WR must be very 
surprised that Kautskyism (Which the Icc has 
thrown in our faces a hundred times) suddenly 
has become a diversion and "bugbear", or that 
the ideas that proletarian organisations can 
be opportunist and centrist on specific issues 


has inexplicably become orthodoxy, after 
anathemas had been uttered at the CWO for 

in the past suggesting such things. The 
communist movement has no further interest 
in more councillist splits from the ICC: the 
minorities who criticise 


“and moré importantly, is not in the 
interest of any part of the revolutionary 


property of any single organisation, and the 
affairs of any component part of the proletar- 
ian camp are of interest to it all.While 
reserving our right to criticise, we unreserv- 
edly must welcome any moves in other organ- 
isations which we feel express a positive 


dynamic. Thus we look forward to further 
clarification from the ICC on its "present 
orientation" as it euphemistically calls it, 
in its organs. Moreover, we will ourselves 
intervene through our own press in these 
questions, since the issues raised by the 

WR Congress are too important to remain the 
private affair of any single organisation, 
and are, and must visibly become, the concern 
of the whole proletarian carp. 
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the union executive whilst the NALGO exec- 
utive passed the buck back by insisting 
that a ballot of all the local branch had 

to be held before they would do anything. 
Here they were hoping that the 800 strikers 
would be outvoted by the rest of the 7,200 
members in Sheffield. However as soon as 
the housing department workers took matters 
into their own hands and began to hold meet- 
ings in every department to explain their 
case and thus make the strike really effect- 
ive by bringing out other workers then the 
union really did act - to end the strike on 
the council's terms. 


The reason for the defeats was nothing to 
do with the lack of militancy of the work- 
ers as the determination of the Sheffield 
strikers to keep going without strike pay 
and the anger of the Longbenton workers 

on Dec.17th clearly showed. Nor was it 

to do with the bad leadership of these 
unions. Undoubtedly the leadership is 
"bad" but to focus on the replacement of 
Alistair Graham as boss of the CPSA as 
many at Longbenton have done is to mistake 
the real problem. After all the CPSA is 
dominated by the Left yet in 6 months it 
did nothing to help the DHSS workers and 
materially contributed to their isolation. 
The real reason lies in the fact that 
unions are part of capitalism and exist to 
defend it in every way since without the 
existence of capitalism there would be no 
unions. Thus the unions lead workers into 
war "for the country" and they are the ones 
who most strongly call for tariffs and 
quotas in order to defend British indus- 
try. Thus when an international crisis 

of capitalism forces all governments to 
attack their workers it is the unions who, 
far from defending the workers, call for 
‘moderation’ in wage demands or acceptance 
of more austerity because either the "firm" 
or the "country can't afford it". 


THE LESSONS 


For the workers involved the lessons are 
plain. The struggle in the age of capit- 
alism's crisis cannot be left to the unions. 
If victory in any struggle is to be won 
then it must be won by the workers them- 
selves. Strike committees of revocable 
delegates must be formed and they must be 
controlled by mass meetings which meet 
regularly and often. Most importantly, 
the workers in every struggle have to 
recognise that theirs is not a fight on 
its own but is part of a fight against 

a concerted attack by the employing 

class. Unless we match their organisat- 
ion with equivalent effective organisation 
and tactics of our own (and, here we can 
take a lead from the miners). 


For revolutionaries the experience of = 
these strikes is a concrete example 

which we must use to convince workers 

that their struggles cannot be conducted 

by anyone else and certainly not by the 


union. But this in itself is only a 
beginning. Without a deeper implantation 
of revolutionary politics in the workplace 
workers will always have to re-learn the 
lessons of their own past struggles over 
again. The formation of communist groups 
in the workplace which seek to expose the 
capitalist prevarications of the union 
and concretely pose the only method to 
struggle which involves actively the 
great mass of the workers remains our 
most important goal. Intervention in 
experiences like those at Longbenton 

and Sheffield are essential if this is 

to be achieved. 


Meeting postponed to 16/2/84 
at Duke Of York Pub, 

24 York Way, Nl, 

2.30 p.m. Kings X Tube. 


Topic: The Miners’ Strike and 
Communist Intervention 


The next readers' meeting in Northern 
England will be held on Wednesday 


30th January at 8pm in Leeds Trades Club, 
Savile Mount, Leeds 7. 


Please contact our Glasgow section at the 
group address for details of meetings in 
Scotland. 
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RELIGION AND THE DECLINE OF CAPITALISM 


In 1843 Marx stated that,"For Germany the 
criticism of religion is complete." He was 
referring to the anti-religious works of 
writers like Strauss and Feuerbach, which 
provided scientific explanations of miracles, 
pointed out the contradictions of the Bible 
and so forth. With the development of the 
natural sciences, and the provision of secular 
ideologies justifying bourgeois rule, the role 
of religion declined from the early nineteenth 
century onwards. 

Tocay however, after decades of secular- 
isation, there is an apparent revival of reli- 
gious consciousness worldwide, which affects 
the political superstructures of many states. 
Movements of a militant, fundamentalist 


nature are widespread, from political nee 


catholicism in Poland, through the Islamic 
revival in the Arab world, to fanatical 
Judaism in Israel. To understand this 
phenomenon, the material roots of religion 
have to be laid bare. This will also allow 
us to verify Hegel's dictum that, "It is 
impossible to restore a previous form of 
consciousness" 


RELIGION AND CLASS SOCIETY. 

Religion is idealism in its purest form. It 
asserts the primacy of spiritual forces 
(usually acting via a creation myth) over 
material reality, which is seen as the emanat- 
ion of spirit. The spiritual impulse 

retains the right to intervene in 

reality and set its workings aside (miracles), 
and prescribes the rules for social relations 
in the material world (morality, law). 

But for the materialist, religion, as 
with all forms of consciousness, is the 
product of class society. While many 
primitive tribes believe in placating 
the natural forces they do not under- 
stand (they placate thunder, not the 
thunder=god),many have no inclination of 
what we descibe as religion at all. This 
fact was noted by Darwin on his voyages, and 
horrified many Cl9th missionaries. 

The emergence of religion, as with the 
emergence of the ance is bound up with the 


pane actos their positions fila shrouding 
access to this knowledge in mystery. The 

striking testimony to this is the similarity 
of the religions of the despotic societ of 


the ancient Near East and of South Ame 
where no diffusion of religious 
possible. As Marx put it, "The foundation of 
irreligious criticism is this: man makes 
religion, religion does not make man." 
Emerging as an instrument of ideological 
hegemony in class society, religion has cont- 
inued to play this role throughout history. 
Indeed all forms of social consciousness 
were enveloped in religion until recent 
times. Thus the feudal class of medieval 
Europe had its ideology of "divine right", 
Islam its Jihad ideology of a warrior caste, 
while the bureaucrats of ime rial China 
utilised the "mandate of heaven" philosophy. 
Religion sanctified exploitation, yet at the 
same time gave an emotional outlet for 
opposition to this exploitation, 


"Religious suffering is at the same 
time an expression of real suffering, 
and a protest against real suffering. 
Religion is the sigh of the oppressed 
creature...It is the opium of the 


people." ("Introduction" to The Critique 

of Hegel's Philosophy of Right. ae 
But contrary to what many argue, who forget 
the dialectic, and fall back on bourgeois 
materialism, religion has not always been 
counterrevolutionary, and against the int- 
erests of wide sections of the exploited 
classes. Though never the primary cause 
of social progress, religion has been its 


handmaiden. For example, Christianity at Plog 
time of the collapse of Roi 


slam in conenite 
barbaric desert tribesmen and establish ing 


ri esocial systems, Bhtiddism in 


oe 


bourgeoisie in Europe against feudalism 
implied a struggle against catholicism which 
supported the feudal order. This struggle 
took place first via heresies (Cathars, 
Lollards), later through the protestant 
reformation, especially in its Calvinist 
form, and latterly through deism and 
philosophical agnosticism (the Enlight- 
enment etc. )But with the emergence of the 


proletariat as a class, and the first stirrings 


of socialism, a split developed in the ruling 
class. Part of the ruling class wanted to 
draw the workers away from socialism by 
intensifying anti-religious activity. 
Speaking of the later C19th Lenin said, 

dev mtenhu eet unt tp TET 


“bourgeois governments deliberately pes. yelum 


tried to draw the attention of the 
masses away trom socialism by organising 
a quasi-liberal "offensive" against 
clericalism. Such was the character of 
the Kulturkampf in Germany and of 

the struggle of the bourgeois 
republicans against clericalism 

in France." Lenin, On Religion p 27 
However, the meagre fare offered by the 
anticlericals to the proletariat in 
material terms ( secular education, tithe 
abolition etc) meant that this bourgeois 
offensive rapidly petered out. 

Another faction of the bourgeoisie, 
faced with the threat from below, turned back 
to religion and other forms of idealism, and 
engaged in a crusade to "evangelise" the 
proletariat, as an insurance against revol- 
ution.In this schema, religion became an 
ideology enforced on the class, either as 
a consolation for this "vale of tears"- 

("The rich man at his castle/The poor man 

at his gate"), or as a humanistic alter- 
native to socialisa (Tory paternalisn, 

1 socialism etc). Hence the 


But this attack too, largely failed. 
Although recovering some ground amongst the 
pkesacaeaed and pause eee as grip on 


proletariat was the nost irreligious class 
in history, the first ear uber be 


- To all | 
ial fringes, re 
evant to the proletariat, and 
often seen as antithetical. The collective 
existence of working class life, and its 
demystified social relations could be 
understood without supernatural references. 
Finally the Evangelicals abandoned the 
British proletariat for the "soft option" of 
converting the heathen in Africa and Asia. 
The experience of the British working class 
was that of the proletariat in most countries 
in the 19th and “20th centuries. 


THE _FROLETARIAN C.ITIQUE OF RELIGION. 


Though the proletariat is anti-religious, it 
does not. make religion the central plank in 
its politics, as did the radical bourgeoisie, 
neither does it criticise religion in the 
bourgeois fashion. Communists do not, for 
example, criticise Christianity by pointing 
out that the hare does not chew the cud, or 
providing naturalistic interpretations of the 
flood, that is the "finished criticism" of God. 
Rather, as materialists, they expose the role 
of religion in social relations, as a weapon 
of the ruling class, hostile to proletarian 
emancipation. In each and every context 
they strip it of its mystery and show that 
"Vox Deit is not "Vox Populi" but the voice 
of the ruling class, 
"The criticism of heaven is thus 
transformed into the criticism of 
earth, the criticism of religion into 
oe the criticism of law, the criticism of 
“theology into the criticism of politics" 
(Maxx, "Introduction" to Critique of 


Hegel's Philosophy of Right. 


Religion is a very elastic ideological construct, 


are utilised, while those which are not wither 
away. 

On the one hand, religion is the response 
of the panic stricken petty bourgeoisie in 
the capitalist metropoles to the crisis. A 
class with no future, unable to link with the 
working class except as individuals, yet 
alienated by the horrors of capitalist rule, 
the petty bourgeoisie has abandoned its 
flirtation with leftist radicalism in the 
60s, for various forms of religious 
practise. The religiosity of a sector of the 
petty bourgeoisie in the metropoles offers 
little to the capitalists, and is of little 
danger to the proletariat, except in 
specific isolated cases. For historical 
reasons, where religion is linked to the 
unsolved relics of the national question, 
it is a powerful weapon of the ruling class. 
Thus the petty bourgeoisie in Poland and in 
Ireland are able to utilise religion as a 
weapon to control or divide large sections 
of the working class. 

Though it must be opposed in the 
metropoles, it is in the semi-developed 
periphery of capitalism where religion is a 
real danger. Here, due to economic backward - 
ness, the role of religion in providing 

poor relief, and even health and education 
(Islam in the Middle East, Catholicism in 
Latin America) gives it a powerful base 

for influence in the lumpenproletariat, 

and even the recently proletarianised 
working class. And in the countryside, 

the mass of the population, the peasants, 
can be mobilised by petty bourgeois 
movements, combining populist economics and 
religion( theShi'ites in Iran, Sandinistas 
in Nicaragua etc.) Capitalism will crush: 
such movements if it is able, but recuperate 
if it is not, since the petty, bour- 

e can never impose its own programme 


exception to this general picture of the 
feligious revival as the opium of the petty 
pourgeoisie in crisis, is in the United 
States, where religious fundamentalism is 
sweeping through broad _dayers oF the bour- 


genisation of the BORTESOISIe in an n Holy 
Alliance in preparation for an anti-communist 
crusade;it is the ideological complement to 

the "Star Wars" programme in the military 
sphere. 

Everywhere it appears, even under the 
guise of "liberation theology", a more subtle 
method of controlling the masses hatred of 
exploitation, communists make absolutely ‘no 
concessions to religious mystification. 

And while explanations of the secular basis 

of the Holy Cow or the Unclean Pig may be 

fine examples of what mysteries the materialist 
dialectic can unravel, these scholastic 
excercises are NOT how we approach the question 
of religious stupefaction, 


"A Marxist must be a materialist, ie., 
an enemy of religion, but a dialect- 
ical materialist, ie., one who treats 
the struggle against religion not in ay 
abstract way, not on the basis of 
purely theoretical. preaching, but in a 
concrete way, on the basis of the class 
struggle which is going on in practke 
and is educating the masses more and 
better than anything else could." 
(Lenin On Religion, p23.) 


Communists oppose religion, as they oppose all 
idealism, but they also realise that the 

final disappearance of religion, and the 
emergence of "man's positive self-consciousness" 
awaits the disappearance of class society. 

We oppose, by the utilisation of force, any 
religious expressions which take a political 
form. But we are not interested in the creation 
of a maxtyrology: the private exercise 

of religion remains that, a private matter. 

In the same way conminiets oppose nationalism, 
put allow national cultural expression, (lang- 
uage etc.) so long as it remains non political. 
Of course a fine line divides political and 


non pelitical expressions, and we always retain 
the right to supplement the weapon of criticism 
with criticism by weapons. 

The present religious revival is therefore 
doomed to fail in restoring a former conscious- 
ness, the product of a former system of social 
ard economic relations. The proletarian class 
struggle will liberate man from a condition 
where he needs to wear imaginary flowers on 
his chains, "so that he may throw away the 
chains and pluck living flowers"(Marx). 


capable of performing a wide variety of funct- 
ions. In essence, today's religious revival is 
a reaction by various sectors of the world 
bourgeoisie and petty bourgeoisie to the 
capitalist crisis, indeed to the crisis of 
bourgeois civilisation that we are witnessing. 
While they are all reactions to the. crisis, 
there operates a sort of superstructural 
natural selection in these religious effluvia, 
and those which are useful to capitalism 


aiding the restoration of order in warlordist 
China, Protestantism aiding the rise of 
science and capitalism in the Cl6th and 17th. 
centuries. The religions of progressive 
classes are themselves progressive. 

With the rise of the bourgeoisie to 
social domination, the progressive role of 
religion is exhausted, and it becomes an 
attack on the proletariat, for whom, "the 
criticism of religion is the presupposition 
of all criticism"(Marx).: The struggle of the 
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’ broadening range of goods, 


International 


ELECTION, CRISIS AND 
CLASS STRUGGLE IN THE 


USA 


PART 1; THE CRISIS. 


We are publishing here the first part of an 
article dealing with the evolution of US 
capitalism. This part deals with the 
economic crisis and myth of a "recovery", 
while part 2 will analyse the main dev- 
elopments in the recent US class struggle, 
and will appear in WV 21. The crucial 
importance of the US as the citadel of world 
capitalism, and of the US working class in 
any revolutionary movement, makes the 
appearance of this text timely. 


THE MYTH OF RECOVERY 

With the announcement of a record US current 
account deficit (the excess of government 
expenditure over income) of 33 billion 
dollars for the third quarter of '84 and a 
projected $100 billion for the year (#41bn 
for 1983) it is clear that the election 
frenzy whipped up by the world's most vulgar 
bourgeoisie was but a transient distraction 
from the chilling realities of the inexorably 
deepening crisis of American and world 
capitalism. All the talk of the "economic 
recovery", packaged almost as a messianic 
message during the presidential campaign, has 
become a series of vapid echoes. A growing 
sense of apprehension pervades Wall Street 
displacing a traditional jubilation over a 
Republican victory. As the great Moloch 
slides out of control, capital's "experts", 
pundits and assorted intellectual minions can 
only respond with a benumbed ideological 
stupefaction as they become increasingly 
aware that tampering with the laws of the 
market, and more manoeuvres of a monetary, 
fiscal or commercial nature can only succeed 
in adding fuel to the social time-bomb. 

A brief survey of some of the economic 
indices provides a picture of the direction 
and extent of this "recovery": the breakneck 
annual growth rate in GNP of 8.5% for the 
first half of '84 plummeted to 1.9% in the 
second; housing starts collapsed 10% in October 
to their lowest point in two years; in the 
third quarter corporate profits declined 2 8% 
compared with a 4.9% rise in the second 
quarter; the Federal Budget Deficit from 
being close to a balance in 1979 has catapulted 
to its present historic level of an estimated 
£210 bn and the most "optimistic" exponents of 
Reaganomics expect it to be contained to a mere 
260 bn by 89. Over the three year period '83- 
'85 the debt service burden is anticipated to 
rise some 25 bn a year. 

Rising deficits combined with the forced 
maintainance of high interest levels and an 
over-valued dollar are biting hard into the 
profits of many US corporations. As a con-= 
sequence many forecasters expect a dollar de- 
valuation in '85 in an attempt to contain the 
burgeoning deficit of trade in goods and 
services, likely to rise by over 30%. The 
rapid deterioration in the trade balance has 
been an important factor in the economic slow 
down, with manufacturing industry hard hit by 
an increasing foreign competition from a 
Pressure is growing 
particularly from heavy industry for protect- 
ionist measures to curb imports and there is 
speculation in Washington of a possible im- 
position of across-the-board tariff surcharges. 

In an attempt to cut the piling debt by 
#150 bn over the next two years, a draconian 
list of domestic spending cuts hag been drawn 
up. The banality of Reagan's electioneering 
catchphrase "You aint seen nothin' yet" is now 
ominously set to be transformed into material 
reality. The proposed spending cuts of $28 bn 
in the defence budget brouhaha, are no more 
than a cosmetic sop, and for the most part will 
involve nothing more than shifts in the timing 
of pay increases for military personnel. In 
actuality military spending will rise by 14% 
to a massive 333.7 bn including the development 
of the Star. Wars programme, 

The Hollywood cowboy's cast iron election 
Promise that taxes would be increased only 
"over his dead body" may contain another un- 
conscious irony. As lower growth rates mean 


less tax revenue the implementation of the 
“incentive orientated tax reforms" will hit 
every sector of American society including the 
poor (one quarter of New York's population are 
below the poverty line).In effect the burden 
will fall on the shoulders of the mass of 
American workers. Plans to tax unemployment 
benefits for the first time are accompanied by 
extending taxation to health and life insurance 
contributions provided to workers by employers. 
Meanwhile corporation tax will be cut from 45 
to 35%. 

Among the domestic projects recommended 
to be axed will be grants for rebuilding 
decayed inner cities, subsidies for the rail- 
way system Amtrack, help with peying fuel bills 
for low income families. In addition there 
are to be cuts in Federal aid to cities for the 
purchase and construction of public transport 
systems, reduction in medical care for the 
elderly, and of health care for ex-servicemen 
and cuts in retirement benefits for civil 
servants; all these fall under the rubric of 
the "discretionary programmes". In line with 
policies which car only mean the destabilis- 
ation of agriculture world wide, the US with- 
drawal from the International Daixy Arrangement 
Cc arid New Zealand are its main members, who 
together produce the bulk of the world's dairy 
products) signals the beginning of a more 
competitive approach to agricultural trade: a 
substantial decrease in US prices is calculated 
to force down the level of return achieved by 
its trading rivals 
THE ROOTS OF THE CRISIS 
Since the Second World War, during the recom 
struction period ard throughout the open crisis 
at the end of the sixties, the world econory 
has been dependent on American capitalism, 
itself responsible for 25% of world production. 
The Bretton Woods agreement on fixed currency 
exchange rates at the end of the war was a 
patent demonstration on the part of the Western 
bourgeoisie that they were incapable of compre- 
hending that the problems of their social order 
lay in the capitalist mode of production 
itself, and in its falling rate of profit, not 
in its superstructural, monetary aspects. The 
decline in industrial profits after the bcom 
years of the 50s and 60s signalled the break- 
down of the post-war cycle of accumulation, 
the first manifestations of which were the 
storms in the international finance markets. 
When the mass of printed dollars without real. 
basis in value began to assume the dimension 
of an avalanche, owners of dollar finance 
capital began to demand convertibility into 
gold according to the agreed parities. To 
remain faithful to Bretton Woods, the US would 
have had to declare itself bankrupt. Nixon 
broke the accords, declaring non-convertibility 
of dollar to gold. In so doing it effectively 
began to unload its oxn crisis onto the entire 
Western bloc. Paying for goods and services 
produced elsewhere with a devalued currency, 
Us’ finance capital in reality was appropriat-~ 
ing to itself by speculative methods surplus 
value produced in other parts of the globe in 
order to compensate for the decline in profits 
in its own contracting productive sector. This 
parasitic mode of appropriation is the price 
of Europe's stagnation, famine ard misery in 
the peripheral areas of the planet, and 
Reagan's latest “mini-boom" was the latest 
tortuous spasm in this process. (see Communist 
Review 1 "Crisis and Imperialism" and "Crisis 
‘of Finance Capital" in Workers Voice 18) 
; The recessions (i.e. momentary dislocat- 
ions in the pace of capital's furious self-ex 
expansion) of the 70s (70-71 and 7475) were 
temporarily halted by massive use of credit, 
especially by the US which played the role of 
"locomotive" for world growth . In 1979 the 
runaway collar, the reference ‘currency for all 
international trade, threatened the whole 
international monetary system with catastrophe. 
To protect their currency US authorities 
raised interest rates to a record 18%, soaking 
up millions of dollars spread throughout the 
world back into the US, hence triggering the 
deepest recession since World War 2. The 
momentary pause in the fall in production in 
the US since '83 has been caused 
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byi- 1) the maintainance of the dollar at 
artificially high levels in order to drain 
capital from the rest of the world to attempt 
to offset, mounting deficits; the huge US trade 
gap has sucked foreign imports into the US 
market and created export led growth from 
West Germany to Brazil; 2) a temporary relax- 
ation in interest rates; a) a tremendous 
acceleration in arms production, a crain on 
the pool of surplus value which can only re- 
enter the accumulation cycle in the form of 
destruction. American budget deficits are 
propertionate to the increase in armaments. 
Capital flows out of Europe to participate in 
war effort of the Western bloc. : 

Contrary to Reaganite monetarist myths, 
which portray him as controlling the money 
supply, the increase in the mass of printed 
paper money, from July '82 to July'83 was 
13.5%, the largest since the Second World 
War’, so that behind the reduction of inflation 
on paper, essentially due to a rise in the 
price of the dollar, lies a true hyper-inflat- 
ion. The dynamite of inflation stoked up in 
deficits, centred in the economic stronghold 
on which the entire worlc rests, gives some 
indication of the force o. the new wave of 
recession coming. 

The past two years has seen a considerable 
influx of foreign capital, but this is quite 
different in nature to that corresponding to 
productive extension of capital activity as 
was the prevalent case during capitalism's 
ascendancy. As yields in the US are twice 
those in Britain almost, British property 
developers have bought or are "developing" 
more thar 7 million square feet of office 
buildings in New York's Manhattan over the 
past five years. Such parasites of British 
capital as the NCB, the West Midland Council, 
Rolls Royce, Nat West, even the Church 
Commission, have all been in the stampede of 
the speculators" bonanza. The value of 
British investments in the US has risen by 
50 bn in less than four years. 

The dissipation of the mirage leaves the 
American working class face to.face with an 
unprecedented austerity programme: inevitable 
increases in taxes, reductions in social 
amenities and budgets, lowering of wages and 
speed-ups ow the order of the day, 
creating a f € soil for the ication 
of the struggle between American labour and 
capital. 
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(To be continued) 


APPEAL FUND 


The deepening of the crisis and the 
corresponding aim of communists to deepen 
our intervention in the working class lead 
to an increasing burden on the practical 
and financial resources of the CWO. We 
depend entirely on the contributions of 
members, supporters and sympathisers. 


To continue and improve our work, we 
urgently need more modern printing 
equipment. We are therefore launching 
an appeal fund for: 


£2000 


We depend entirely upon the contributions 
of members, supporters and sympathisers, 
and appeal to our readers to give gener- 


France 


THE END OF THE UNION OF 


THE LEFT 


In 1981, the Union of the Left (Socialist 

and Communist Parties) came to power in France, 
ending a third of a century of right-wing rule. 
Hailed by its leftist supporters as an historic 
victory for the working class, the left in 
power in France has, on the contrary, served 
nothing but the interests of French and inter- 
national capitalism. After a brief reflat- 
jionary period of "job creation" which led to 
soaring inflation and mounting budget deficits, 
the economic policies of the Mitterand govern- 
ment have gone into reverse pear. Attacks on 
the French workers, at least as severe as those 
in countries where the right is in power have 
occurred, with unemployment nearing 3 million, 
wage freezes and galloping inflation. As well 
as reducing the living standards of the working 
class-which had been better maintained in France 
in the 70s than elsewhere- the left in power 
also had the function of integrating France 
more clearly in the US bloc, since the French 
right, for historical reasons,is a victim of 
its anti-American ideology. Hence Mitterands 
moves towards integrating France with the 

NATO command structure, and interventions on 
behalf of western imperialism in Lebanon, 
Chad and elsewhere. 

But'the best laid schemes of mice and 
men gang aft agley,” and the limitations of the 
room for manoevre of the French bourgeoisie 
have been shown by the revival of class 
struggle in France. Anaesthetised by the 
victory of the left-most French workers 
today have never known a left government in 
power, and hence were more prone to illusions 
the initial attacks of the SP/CP regime on 
the class went largely unopposed, except 
amongst immigrant workers, who were the 
first hit. But with the revival of class 
struggle in France, a new tactic was necessary- 
especially since more severe attacks on the 
cass were in the offing. Thus the Communist 
Party left.the government, NOT as a response 
to the recognition of its "mistakes" over the 
previous three years, but as a move to 
control the class' action, the better for 
being outside the government, which still 
has a huge electoral majority in the 
National Assembly. The article below, written 
by our comrades in France, provides material 
to validate this perspective, by showing the 
role of the CGT(CP union) in the recent 
class struggles. 

Since Workers Voice 17, in which we reported 
the strikes in the French steel industry 

and pointed out the role played by the trade 
unions in taming the anger of the workers or, 
more subtly, in leading it into dead ends, a 
number of cther sectors of the economy have 
been the scene of important social conflicts. 
Without reaching the level, either in intensity 
and duration, of the strike of the British 
miners, the strikes in the car industry 
(Citroen, Renault), in the steel industry 
(Greusot-Loire) or the shipyards (mainly in 
Dunkirk), their development and outcome are of 
enough relevance and significance to allow us 
to draw an outline of the characteristics of 
the class struggle at the present moment in 
France. 


THE ECONOMIC BACKGROUND 


Last Spring, when the Left Government, of which 
the Communist Party was still a member, 
announced that 25,000 jobs would be axed in 
the steel industry, the news produced the 
effect of a bomb shell. Far from tackling and 
solving the problem of unemployment as they 
had promised, our rulers,complacently self- 
portrayed as the "friends of the workers", 
intensified and generalised their attacks 
against them. Since then things have worsened. 
The recent announcement that 74.000 jobs must 
go in the car industry has dwarfed previous 
figures and similar measures have been 
announced in shipbuilding, the steel sector 
once again, and a lot of ancillary industries, 
Even in the civil services, jobs will be 
reduced on the occasion of retirements; those 
retiring will not be replaced. 

Thus, in every sector of the economy the 
prospect is the same: savage cuts in jobs and 
in wages and increased exploitation for those 
still in jobs who are usually portrayed as the 
“artisans of tomorrow's recovery" in an 
attempt to get their consent. In the meantime 
those faced with the threat of unemployment 


are being lulled into the promise of re- 
entering the production process after a short 
period of training or re-conversion in which 
they will get the necessary skills to match 
the requirements of the workforce of the 
"technological revolution". 

In short, as always and everywhere, the 
working class is made to pay for the crisis 
of the capitalist mode of production and their 
rulers are resorting to every means they can 
to avoid the effects of their policy, dividing 
the workers and possibly turning them against 
each other. Those still in jobs who dare to 
strike in order to defend themselves are 
denounced as privileged workers (e.g. civil 
servants); immigrant workers are being 
victimised for the growth in unemployment 
throughout the country and are the favourite 
target of the restructuring plans of the 
Dourgeoisie (in the car incustry, for example). 
By hitting more specifically that part of the 
working class, the bourgeois left tries to 
split up its ranks by artificially opposing 
the interests of "immigrant" and "native" 
workers. The idea that this anti-immigrant 
policy would be a means of massively reducing 
unemployment (officially 2} million) has been 
systematically spread by the most reactionary 
forces of the bourgeoisie, thus allowing in 
some cases racial hatred to penetrate working 
class struggles as appeared during the strike 
at Talbot Poissy. 

On the other hand, those who had been out 
of a job for a long period of time are being 
victimised too and stigmatised as "work- 
elements or "professional unemploye 
encourage them to show more enthus 
search for a job, they have seen t 
reduced drastically. At the sare time, the 
policy of trairing schemes has clearly been 
seen for what it is in reality: a sidetrack 
to avoid a too massive rise of unemployment 
at one-time which might lead to social un- 
rest, particularly amongst youths. 

But despite all precautions to present 
its anti-working class policies as a temporary, 
necessary treatment, the French bourgeoisie 
has had to face the persistent struggles of 
the working class which has felt the effects 
of the so-called "Socialisme a la francaise" 
introduced by the the Socialist Party and 
Communist Party during the last three years. 


WORKERS" RESISTANCE AND BOURGEOIS MANOEUVRES. 


More anc more workers have realised that 
previous sacrifices have only led to even 
greater ones and have begun to fight back 
against the wave of attacks which has 
intensified in recent months. Strikes have 
broken out in the Citroen and Renault car 
plants in the Faris region and in the 
provinces too; steelworkers in Le Creusot have 
been waging a fierce resistance to the plars 
for plant closures which would make thousands 
of them redundant; in the shipyards near 
Dunkirk, striking workers have fought against 
riot police attacks... To give a full list of 
all recent class conflicts in France would 
reguire more space and our problem. isn't to 
draw up e descriptive plan of manifestations 
of the class struggle in France at the present 
moment, but to outline the general tendency. 
This commi’ tment to fight, which is 
undeniable, has been an easy prey to the 
manoeuvres of the trace unions who have always 
done their best to transform a real discortent 
into a faint struggle, carefully monitoring 
any action and seeing to it that it could 
never represent a serious threat to the 
interests of the national capital and its 
servants in power. 
When the Communist Party was still in 
pewer, the game of the unions was a little 
more difficult (perticularly for the CGT, 
pelitically linked to the CP) than it is now 
with the CP out. In a general way, the two 
major trace union organisations operated on 
the basis of a kinc of "work sharing": one 
time the CGT presented itself as more militant, 
even attacking (in words) the rival CFDI for 
its lack of support for the workers; next 
time it was the reverse: a militant CFDT 
blaming the CGT for its links with the CP then 
in pover. But this changing tactics hada 
single objective: containing the struggles 
so that the restructuring plans could be 
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enforced with as little harm as possible for 
the left coalition in power. A clear 
illustration of this is to te found in the 
strikes at Talbot Poissy last winter when the 
CFD? claimed to refuse any lay-offs whilst 
the CGT appeared more concerned with the fate 
of the French car industry; the reverse 
happened at the strikes at Citroen a few weeks 
later when the CGT went to war against the 
"reactionary besses" ruthlessly sacking 3000 
workers whereas the CFDI had a more limited 
role. But in both cases lay-offs have taken 
place, even under the form of training 
schemes. So much for the determined 
cpposition of the unions to any single lay-off. 


With the Communist Party now out of the 
government, the CGT union has seen its 
capacity of manoeuvring notably improved, 
enabling it to raise its voice, saying that 


the Socialist Party is betraying its initial 
pledges, that the living conditions of the 
workers have deteriorated, that the present 
policy is no different from that of the former 
rizht-wing Government of Giscard-Barre... 

In many recent declarations, H. Krasucki, 
leader of the CGT, has been criticising the 
austerity introduced by Prime Minister Fabius, 
saying that the CGT is ready to accept its 
responsibilities in the interests of the 
workers. 


Why this sudden change of tone? Has 
the CGT decided to side with the working class 
in its struggle against a policy which 
imposes on them lay-offs, wage cuts and 
severe working conditions in order to keep up 
profits? Certainly not. The CGT has simply 
got a free hand to play its role of defender 
of the national interest, and more specifically 
of that fraction of the French bourgeoisie 


seeking in statification and state control of 
tr -onomic apparatus a solution to present 
ck of which the Commmist Party is the’ 
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ditional political expression. 
The Communist Party which suffered a 


s realised that the only way it 
a political force was to leave 
the coalition in power even at the cost of 

denying its previous political strategy, 
defended for the past 25 years, that of the 
_famous "Union de la Gauche", a strategy which 
found Its Consecration mm the election 
victory of May 1981. The militant talk of the 
CGT today has no other aim than that of using 
the present real discontent and disillusion- 
mert of the working class, in order to save 
itself and its political ally from total dis- 
credit and eventual collapse; and the 
interests of the workers have nothing to do 
with these dirty manoeuvres. 

Far from it, since workers at Renault 

and at Le Creusot have recently experienced 
the effects of this supposed new tactic.,. At 
Renault, where a few thousand jobs are to go 
in the next two years and where workers have 
shown that they were ready to fight, the cc? 
has successfully sabotaged any possibility 

of generalisation of the movement by limiting 
action and preoccupations to local problems, 
particular to each plant, always avoiding the 
question of lay-offs which was an obvious 
immediate factor of unification, common to all 
plants. For example, in Le Mans the movement 
was against the management decision to impose 
fixed dates for days-off; in Douai it was over 
the threatened removal of the production of 
the "r5" car to another plant... In le Creusot 
he militant action of the CGT was restricted 
to organising useless picketting of the 
factory and, sometimes, to allow workers to 
exercise their muscles after hours of sit-in, 
© blockade railways and roads leading to the 
city, thus strengthening the isolation of the 
strike, and making it a local problem. 
The militant talk of the CGT and the 
Communist Party is in fact a clear sign that 
hese forces are preparing themselves for more 
dangerous manoeuvres against the working class. 
More than ever, the need for independent class 
organisation against all forces of the 
bourgeoisie is the order of the day. To face 
his coalition of enemies the working class 
must be politically armed with a clear strategy, 
delineating between proletarian and bourgeois 
interests. When possible, revolutionaries 
must use present situations of class resistance 
o introduce the political elements necessary 
© secure independent struggle, necessary to 
defeat all attempts by the bourgeoisie and its 
representatives to gain political control over 
hem. In France, as elsewhere in the world, 
the objective conditions are maturing for large 
Scale movements of the working class in 
opposition to the policies of capitalism in 
crisis, It is up to its more advanced elements 
to decisively contribute to the affirmation 
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India 


accelerated under the veil of religious 
ideology in an attempt to make it acceptable 
This has reached its high 


NATIONALISM AND RELIGION e20ortccs Se e's 


AGAINST THE 


INTRODUCTION 


The crushing electoral victory in December 

for Rajiv Ghandi's Congress Party in the 
nyorld's largest democracy"-where 80% of the 
population cannot read the names of their 
candidates, has given a temporary respite 

to the Indian ruling class. The election 

was designed to provide a mandate to Congress 
to act against "disorder", a disorder pro- 
voked by the same party in power, in order 

to provide an alibi for subsequent repression. 
Rajiv's predecessor, Indira Ghandi, was no 
stranger to the use of repression. While head 
of state, her security forces “democratically” 
carried out forcible stevilisations of peasants, 
plindings and other mutilations of ‘criminals', 
and regularly massacred striking proletarians, 
most recently in March last year when hundreds 
died as police set fire to striking dockers 
homes. Ghandi's Congress was also adept 

at fomenting and crushing sectarian and 

racial strife amongst India's patchwork 
population, to try and deflect class con- 
flicts and strengthen the state. 


Indira Gandhi - butcher of the Indian workers 


The virtual deification of such a 
monster of iniquity since her assassination, 
has been the result of the wishes of the 
western bloc, and specifically the USA, to 
"court" her successor, in the hope of a 
change of policy by the "Yugoslavia of Asia". 
Officially a non-aligned nation, India leans 
in fact towards the Soviet bloc, whence 
come its arms, and with which it has strong 
economic links. It provides berthing facil- 
ities for the Soviet fleet, and a strong 
military counter-balance to the pro-US 
regime in Pakistan, as well as having 
recognised the Afghan regime. The US hopes 
that the change of rulers, as well as India's 
need for economic aid, will draw it towards 


the west. 
The immediate cause of Ghandi's assass- 
ination was the second "Amritsar massacre", 


when Indian troops stormed the holy place of 
secessionist Sikhs in the Punjab. Though the 
Sikhs are only 2% of India's population, they 
account for 10% of its Army, including the 
elite units. They are also the majority group 
in the Punjab, the "granary of India" which 
produces much cof the food consumed elsewhere. 
The following article, taken from Battaglia 
Comunista, the paper of our Italian comraces, 
looks at the sectarian conflict in the Punjab 
in some detail. In future issues of Workers _ 
Voice we hope to give more analysis on the 
situation in India, including coverage of the 
battles of the increasingly. active Indian 
proletariat. 


PROLETARIAT 


SIKH AND HINDU: RELIGION AND NATIONALISM 
AGAINST PROLETARIAN INTERESTS. 


Thousands of dead in India pay tribute to the 
subservience of the masses of workers and 
disinherited to the worst forms of bourgeois 


ideology (religion and nationalism). The 
conflict between Sikhs and Hindus ensures 
the continuation of their oppression. Who 


are the Sikhs? They are an Indian religious 
sect founded in the 16th Century by guru 
Nanak who attempted the reconciliation of the 
two rival religions of India: Hinduism and 
Islam. They were concentrated in the region 
of the present day state of Punjab, where they 
still represent 60% of the population. The 
Sikh population is divided into classes, 
fractions of classes and sub classes like 
every other religious community: an agricult- 
ural, industrial and commercial bourgeoisie, 

a petit bourgeoisie of peasantry and traders 
and a sub proletariat. Bourgeois and prol- 
etarian are found in proportionally equal 
distributions among the huge majority of Hindus 
as among the small minority of Sikhs. 

The present "movement" began in 1980 when 
the Sikh bourgeoisie was ousted from the 
government of the state of Punjab when the 
Congress Party of Indira Ghandi defeated the 
Sikh party the Akali Dal in the elections. 

It was relatively easy for the Akali Dal, 
supported by the extremists of Bhindrawrale 
(the religious leader killed in the government 
attack on the Golden Temple of Amritsar), to 
unleash the first violence which came at the 
start of negotiations with the New Delhi 
government. This is not the place to examine 
in detail all the themes under contention - the 
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government had given every indication of 


complying. What is important instead is to 
comprehend the economic ‘objectives which are: 
a) the use for part of the Punjab of a major 
share of the waters of the three great rivers 
that cross the region - the Sutlej, the Beas 
and the Ravi 

b) the restoration to the Punjab of the city 
of Chandigarh. 

The Akali Dal, as the Indian comrades of 
the group "Revolutionary Proletarian Platform" 
have informed us, has made other rather more 
precise demands: 

"It asks for a maximum ceiling for landed 
property of 30 acres against the present 
1733 ow energy costs and abolition of 
taxes on tractors and other renumerative 
means. These demands, clearly, serve more 
the interests of the agricultural capital- 
ists than any other strata of the peasant~ 
ry... While they ask that all key industries 
should be included in the public sector, 
they think that the basic industries 
beneficial to the consumers should immed- 
jiately be nationalised in order to save the 
consumers from the exploitation of the 
industrial and petit bourgeoisie. However, 
in a confrontation with the workers and the 
agricultural proletariat, the Akali Dal is 
no less hostile than the Congress Party. 
The labour power of the agricultural prol- 
etariat is extensively exploited by the 
agricultural capitalists and peasantry who 
resist every demand for higher wages." 
(Revolutionary Proletarian 2) 

As we cari see we are up against a "moderate" 
Sikh party which, in representing the bourg- 
eoisie and in particular the agricultural 
bourgeoisie, has precise demards to make to 
the central state. 

In February 1983 negotiations were resumed 
between the Akali Dal ard the central govern- 
ment resulting in Mrs Ghandi announcing that 
the principal religious demands of the Sikhs 
would be accepted. But for the bosses of the 
Akali Dal this was a fraud and, denouncing it 
as such, broke off the talks. The break up of 
negotiations has further reinforced the 
extremist wing of the Kal Khas, which is sub- 
sidised by a section of the Punjab industrial 
bourgeoisie for whom the programme of nation=- 
alisations of the Akali Dal is by no means the 
(optimum choice. A strategy of profound 
economic interest to the bourgebisie has 


independent state of Khalistan where the 
integral "Sikh programme" is to be realised 
(the removal of atheism and non-Sikh thought). 
In support of this will be unleashed the heavy 
charge of anger and struggle of disinherited 
proletariars and sub proletarians. Extreme 
religious mystification will serve still 
better to unleash the hatred, rancour and 
clashes throughout the country, wherever 
members of the Sikh sect are to be found. 

In the very game played by the central govern 
ment they mear. to throw to hungry masses 
susceptible to every kind of violence, an 
immediate "ideal", a reason for struggle rooted 
in the torpid religious search for millenia 
and which would serve as an anchor of salvation 
in the desperate conditions of earthly exist= 
ence; which pushes back the danger of an un- 
controllable rise in workers’ struggles which 
have already exploded here and there in India 
in the last few years. In the last two or 
three years, in fact, vast sectors of the 
Indian proletariat have been engaged in hard 
struggle which hag threatened to extend and 
become radicalisea - the railway workers, the 
state workers of Bangalore, the textile workers 
of Bombay have all engaged in struggle (a strike 
of two years duration in the case of the 

Bombay textile workers). It was necessary to 
find a motive for the conflict, something 
against which to pitch the anger of the masses. 
The policy of massacre initiated by Indira 
Ghandi on the golden temple of Amritsar served 
this by creating an enemy. The inexorable 
response to the Amritsar massacre , with the 
assasination of Indira Ghandi became a further 
cause of radicalisation of the clashes and 
massacres among the proletariat. 

Faced with such a situation the position 
of communists is clear: neither for the Sikhs 
or the Hindus, but against all religions; 
neither with the agrarian bourgeoisie nor the 
industrial bourgeoisie of Punjab, but against 
the whole bourgeoisie and with the workers 
of India and the world. And on these positions 


bourgeois class 
ideologies which justify and defend the 
present status quo and therefore the poverty, 
subjugation, oppression of masses of workers; 
to denounce and oppose the nationalism of the 
diverse ethnic groups (within the Indian Union 
here are 9 states with great commotion and 
conflict between ethnic communities) behind 
which is hidden the struggle between 
fractions of the class and the general interest 
of the bourgeoisie in dividing the proletariat. 
But behind the demand of Kal Khas for an 
independent state of Khalistan moves also the 
big imperialist interests. The Punjab is on 
the frontier with Pakistan, in the north west 
of the Indian Union and it constitutes an 
area of great interest strategically. It 
would not be surprising to find the CIA or the 
KGB - or both - inciting the Kal Khas or 
furnishing assistance. Wherever and whenever 
nationalism, big or small, sets masses of 
people moving in the world, there will always 
be found the political, economic and military 
forces of this or that central imperialism, 
hrough its regional sub-agents. For this 
reason communists must stand opposed to the 
growth of these movements, to raise the 
struggle of the masses to the level where it 
can compete against capital. 

The Indian comrades are justified, then, 
when they write: 


"The only way of denouncing in practice the 
ethnic nationalism of Sikh and Hindu is to 
orgarise the unified struggle of the 
oppressed Sikh and Hindu masses against 
both factions of the bourgeoisie. This is 
also the way to put an end to all the 
sectarian currents, reactionary and 
regional, on the political scene of the 
Punjab and to oppose the sinister designs 
of the imperialists to make a military 
pase of the Punjab." (Revolutionary 
Proletarian 2) 


Ethiopia 


POVERTY IN THE MIDST OF 


The famine in Ethiopia reveals the absurdities 
of the capitalist system, in the sphere of 
agriculture. Famines have occurred throughout 
history, in all modes of production. But 
under capitalism, famines uniquely co-exist 
with agricultural over-production. While 
millions face death for the wart of basic 
necessities, not only in Ethiopia, but also 
in the rest of Africa, Asia, and Latin America, 
millions of tons of food are destroyed or re- 
cycled in the EEC and USA, in order to keep up 
prices. 

Drought may be pointed to as the cause 
of Ethiopia's woes, but this could be over- 
come by investment on irrigation; this does 
not happen, because it is not profitable for 
it to happen. The impact of the drought is 
worsened due to soil erosion caused by over- 
grazing, as grasslands are turned over to cash 
crop production. Such policies are produced by 
the need to gain export revenue to service the 
debts and foreign purchases of countries like 
Ethiopia. Despite the famine, Ethiopia is a 
net exporter of food, mainly sugar, and coffee 
which accounts for 60% of export earnings. ~ 
Neither is war, which has also compounded the 
problems a "natural disaster", but stems in 
the final analysis, from the deadly rival- 
ries of the imperialist world system, in 
its search for profitable investments, 
arms sales and raw materials. Thus the root 
cause of the tragedy in Ethiopia, is the world 
capitalist system, "dripping with blood from 
head to foot" Despite the idiocies of the 
latter day Malthusians, who argue that 
hunger is due to population growth, the 
increase in world food production since 
1945 has consistently outstripped population 
growth. Yet there is more hunger than ever, 
since the starving cannot afford to buy 
food. aaa sesead 


ETHIOPIA: " A SFECIAL CASK" 

Ethiopia, formerly Abyssinia, is a unique 
case in the specific, overtly colonial 

form which imperialism took in Africa. 
Aside from a brief period, it was never the 
colony of a European power. The Abyssinian 
Empire has a history of almost 2,000 years. 
Originally part of a Coptic Christian 
community which stretched to Egypt, it was 
cut off by the spread of Islam from the 8th 
century, and survived as a Christian island 
in a Moslem sea. Its isolation and geo- 
graphical conditions led to its development 
as a semi-theocratic despotism. Relations 
of production and social relations 
stagnated for over a millenium, but the 
decline of Muslim power in the later 
nineteenth century, allowed its expansion 
towards the contiguous areas of Eritrea 
Ogaden etc, where Muslim populations were 
subject to tribute. The dominant group in 
Ethiopia has always been the Christian 
elite, especially its Amharic section; 

most of the present regime are similarly 
recruited from the Amharas. 
Being a Christian state, and of little 
economic value, Ethiopia gained special treat- 
ment at the imperialist banquets which carved 
up Africa from the Berlin Conference in 1884 
onwards. It remained "independent", and even 
managed to defeat the imperialist power, 
Italy, "with a large appetite and bad teeth", 
at the battle of Adowa in 1896, Thus it 
remained till Mussolini revived Italian 
ambitions in the area in the 1930s. after 
being abandoned by the British and the French 
Ethiopia was conquered by the Italians in 
1936. Though abandoned by his allies, the 
ruler of Ethiopia Heile Selassie (or Ras 
Tafari), was not abandoned by the forces 

of "anti-fascism , who turned the theocratic 
Emperor into an ally of the proletariat. Some, 
like Sylvia Pankhurst, the former left- 
communist, actually went to Ethiopia to 
support him. This was not simply the 
ravings of an old woman , but expressed 

the confusion of the German left communists, 
from whom Pankhurst drew her politics, on 

the national question. From Gorter's 

defence of Irish liberation, to Pannekoek's 
stand for the independence of the Dutch 

East Indies, the German left and its legatees 
never understood the impossibility of national 
liberation in the imperialist period. 


EXIT THE KING. 


PLENTY 


Selassie was restored to power by the British 
in 1941, and made Pankhurst a saint;other- 
wise his barbaric rule over his stagnant 
anachronism continued. 

Ethiopia is one of the most backward 
countries in the world. Most of the 20m 
population live outside the money economy, 
and have a life expectancy of 35, with an 
illiteracy rate of 90% in Selassie's time. 

The working class accounts for well below 1% 
of the population. But since Selassie was 
"pro western" there was no great media barrage 
about the famine in the early 1970s which led 
to his fall. 


The only rival organisation to the dominance 
of the state by the Coptic theocracy was the 
Ethiopian Army. This had been built up by the 
USA and Britain, since Selassie was seen as 
a sort of Amharic Shah, a policeman of the 
strategically important Horn of Africa area. 
This was why Ethiopia was given the former 
Italian colony of Eritrea after WW.IT~It 
should be recalled that till 1973 it was 
U-Sstrategy to assume Arab states would 
gravitate to the Kremlin, apparently con- 
firmed by the establishment of a Soviet 

naval base in Somalia. But US schemes for 
Selassie to play the role assumed by the Shah 
in the Gulf, collapsed as the crisis hit 
Ethiopia. AS a response to famine, social con- 
vulsions and secessionist movements in the 
Muslim areas, the Army, backed by the CIA, 
took over in 1974. Selassie died in 1975, and 


scale programme of secularisation and National- 
isation. At this point the Derg was still being 
supported by the USA; the real turning point 
in imperialist relations in the region came 
with the Ogaden war in 1977. 


IMPERTALIST RE-ORJENTATION. 


The pctentially economically rich region of the 


Ogaden was coveted by the Somali regime, which 
attacked the apparently weakened Derg in 1977. 
However, the USA was becoming worried about 
the drift of the Derg, and begar arming and 
financing the secessionist movements in 
Eritrea and elsewhere, With Eritrea in virt- 
ual secession, and the Ogaden occupied, the 
survival of the Derg looked impossible. At 
this point the Russians, whose secessionist 
clients had deserted them, mace overtures to 
Mengistu,the Derg leader, he could not refuse. 
A massive Soviet airlift of military equipment, 
and Cuban and Russian "advisers", was able to 
cefeat the Somalis, and drive the Rritreans 
into the mountains. 

The Russians, learning from the fiasco of 
areas like Angola and Mozambique, which were 
pulled back to the western camp by US economic 
pressure, pressed the Derg to transform itself 
into a political party on Stalinist lines. 
This Mengistu eventually did, forming the 
Ethiopian Workers Party, and proclaiming 
Ethiopia a workers state at a ceremony earlier 
his year. Receiving all its arms from the 
USSR, Ethiopia's integration into the 

eastern bloc is shown by its imports from 
Russia, which have risen from 1% to 28% 

from 1975 to 1981. 
Meanwhile Somalia expelled the Russians 
from Mogadishu, and re-oriented towards the US. 
Sc ‘did ‘the Eritrean and other secessionist 
groups;Whether "marxist" or "monarchist" these 
receive their arms from the USA, ard finance 
from Sauci Arabia. The musical imperialist 
chairs manoevers in the Horn of Africa show 
how the pretensions to national liberation 
and socialism only serve to camouflage inter- 
imperialist rivalries. Events in Ethiopia have 
allowed the USA to re-enforce its position 
not only in Somalia, but in neighbouring Sudar, 
whose Muslim government faces a rebellion in 
the Christian south. Meanwhile, control in 
Addis Abbaba brings little comfort to the 
Russians. Despite expanding the Army from 
40,000 to 250,00C men, the Derg seems to be 
locked in a war of attrition in Eritrea, with 
no end in sight. 


| weak, fracture points. 


. the international communist party. 


International 


27 African countries are 
on Food and Agriculture 
Organisation emergency list. 


Emergency food aid 
needs 1985: 

5m tonnes 

(2:6 tonnes in 1984) 


Burkina 
Faso 


Areas worst hit 
by drought | 


Namibia 
Botswana 


Mozambique 
Most critical 
countries 
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South Africa CL#sotho 


Normal crop production 1984 -soon to come off emergency list: 
@ Central African Republic 2)Benin @Togo @Ghana 
©®Gambia © Cape Verde 


BRITISH MINERS (cont. from page!) 


abstraction. Though revolutionaries see the 
links between the miners, the car workers and 
the DHSS strikes, very few of those involved 
do. In the present situation what is possible 
is the generalisation of the struggle to those 
sections of the class which are DIRECTLY in 
tact with the consequences of the miners’ 
tions; dockers, power workers, railwaymen 
and so forth. Miners and communists need to 
ork for the generalisation of the struggle, 

tt concentrate their resources on capitalism's 
Thus, until the 
bosses try to move the coal from the pitheads, 
all available resources should be directed to 
the power stations to start a fresh campaign 
of mass picketing, leafletting and meetings to 


“PSPSUade” POWEer WOFKEYS tO IGNORE their tnions 


and JOIN the strike. At an earlier stage in the 
strike we made these concrete connections, for 
example by arguing to Ravenscraig workers that 
they should support the miners; if Polkemmet 
colliery closed, so too would Ravenscraig 
whence it gets its coal. Now we have to say, 
for example to workers at Longannet power 
station, that the closure of Longannet pit 
would be the end of their jobs. Not by being 
good boys will the bosses halt their attacks, 
but only if other workers follow the miners 


| lead. Such examples can be miltiplied from 
| local conditions everywhere. 


By systematic intervention in the 
struggle, drawing the general lessons, but 
always from concrete moments and specific 
flash points, and giving a clear lead, we 
will be taking a small step towards giving 
today's class struggle a revolutionary 
orienation, and towards building the 


| weapon for waging the revolutionary class 


war-the international Communist Party. 


positions of the CWO, 


* Every country in the world today is 
capitalist - including the so-called Communist 
states (for example Russia and China), 


* Trade unions and shop stewards cannot 
defend the interests of the working class. 


* The struggle for communism cannot be waged 
through Parliament, but must be carried out 
through workers' councils with recallable 
delegates. 


* The working class can only come to power 
through the creation of its own political party: 


* The capitalist system isin crisis and 
irretrievable decline. It can only offer 
inflation and unemployment and it cannot be 
reformed. The only choice for the future is 
war or revolution: 


BARBARISM or COMMUNISM 
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WORKER SW ONCE: 


CAR FACTORIES 


THE CLASS STRUGGLE REVIVES 


Th effect which the miners struggle is having 
on the balance of class forces in Britain can 
be seen in the renewed willingness of wide 
sections of the workers to once again engage 
in struggle. If the miners' strike with a few 
momentary exceptions, has failed to generalise 
to the rest of the class, it has nevertheless 
inspired various groups to engage in struggle 
themselves. This has been true amongst groups 
like teachers, civil servants and so on, but 
has been most in evidence in the car plants. 
At the head of the class struggle in the late 
60s and early 70s, workers in the car plants 
suffered big defeats over the last decade. 
Factories were closed, productivity levels 
hugely increased, and militants ruthlessly 
weeded out. Edwardes" sacking of 40% of 
British Leyland workers, and quadrupling of 
productivity was but the most savage 
example of this trend. The revival of 
class struggle in the motor industry is 
therefore particularly significant 

As we went to press with WV 19, the 
workers at Vauxhall's Luton and Ellesmere 
port factories went back to work, bu 
almost immediately a new struggle broke out 
in the recently privatised Jaguar factory. 
The 7,000 workers there were on strike for 
over a week, and gained some minor concessions. 
The most significant thing about this strike 
was the rejection by themen of the ideology 
of "profit sharing" etc., through which the 
bosses, by offering token free and cheap 
shares in the company, attempted to con the 
workers into believing they had a stake in 
its profitability. 

Next the battle moved to the Austin 
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Rover (AR) mass production sections of 
B.L.. Workers at mass meetings at Cowley and 
Longbridge in the west Midlands, over- 
whelmingly called for strike action at mass 
meetings, unless AR improved its pay offer. 
Despite some scabbing, over 80% of the men 
came out when B.L. refused to improve its 
final offer. At this point a massive media 
propaganda campaign was launched, and with 
some effect. At the same time as these 
misinformation mongers would have had us 
believe that the miners strike was crumbling, 
and every miner who returned became a media 
celebrity, the same tactics were applied in 
the AR strike. "Most factories are working 
normally" theycrowed, when in reality these 
tiny components plants employed only hundreds 
of men each, while Longbridge, with 19,000 
was solid. 

These tactics did sow some confusion, 
but were not enough, and were supplemented 
by the use of the capitalist state. As well 
as massive police presence to ensure "the 
right to work", AR applied to the courts 
for an injunction against the unions at 
their plants, for not having called the 
now compulsory secret ballot before the 
strike. The injunction was granted, and 
immediately the EEPTU ordered its 2,000 
men back to work;the men refused, and 
stayed on strike. The courts then began to 
take measures to sieze the assets of the 
unions involved, and immediately the 
T&GWU, which regroups most of the assembly 
workers, repudiated the strike, and said 
that it was unofficial! At this point the 
drift to work accelerated, though most of 


the Longbridge men voted to continue the 
fight. But finally their isolation told, 
and after two weeks they returned on the 
bosses terms. Meanwhile the AEUW maintained 
a militant profile, refused to repudiate the 
strike and was fined by the courts for 
contempt;such posturing was easy, since this 
union organises only a minority of the AR 
workers, who could not fight on alone. Such 
a division of labour allows the maintenance 
of the illusion of "good" and "bad" unions, 
which has come to the fore so much in the 
miners' strike. . 
One of the first strikes in the 
generalised wave which shook Britain 
in the later 1960s, was that of the women 
machinists at Ford's Dagenham plant, aimed 
at their regrading to a semi skilled status. 
Sixteen years on their demand has not been 
met; a decade of union-management consultation 
has not brought parity. In November they 
launched themselves into struggle again, and 
closed down Fords’ main British plants, 
laying of tens of thousands of workers. As 
we go to press, they have called off the 
strike on the basis of a union recommend- 
ation, and the promise of an ‘independent’ 
inquiry. 

These struggles may be very limited in 
themselves, still dominated by sectional, 
corporatist and even sexual divisions. But 
they are a sign that the fear of the workers, 
that fighting leads to the dole queue, is not 
as effective as it was. As yet still in 
darkness, the "old mole" of the class struggle 
is stirring once more. 


CPSA|NALGO IN ACTION... 
AGAINST THE WORKERS 


Anyone who believes that unions defend even 
the immediate interests of the working class 
today need only look at the evidence of 1984. 
Leaving aside the union-enforced isolation 
of the miners, the events at Longbenton and 
Sheffield have shown that workers must not 
only fight the bosses but also the unions 

as well. 


At Longbenton, Newcastle 400 staff working 
at the DHSS computer centre were threatened 
with management proposals to change shift 
times which would have meant a reduction of 
between £10 and £20 in the basic wage. The 
strike lasted until December 17th when it 
was called off by the CPSA leaders claiming 
that they had got "75% of what we asked”. 
What they hadn't got was the withdrawal of 
the new shift patterns. In other words the 
main aim of the strike had failed. 


A similar story could be told about the 

strike of 700 council workers who work in 

the housing department in that capital of 

the so-called'socialist republic of South 
Yorkshire', Sheffield. Here the Labour 
council had attemted to impose a new system 
based on computers which would have inevit- 
ably meant job losses. This strike was also 
ended by the national executive of the union, 
in this case NALGO without consultation after 
the strike had lasted over 4 months. To ensure 
that they would be obeyed the union also ended 
strike pay on Dec 18th. It is to the credit 
of the workers that they did not immediately 
succumb but carried on the struggle for a 
further two weeks until isolation and material 


necessity brought their struggle to an end. 


The way the strikes ended doesn't exhaust 
the full list of crimes committed by the 
respective unions at both national and 

local level. At Long benton there was no 
attempt to bring out the workers at the 
other computer centres (at Reading and 
Livingston) because the executive committee, 
which is dominated by the Broad Left (of CP, 
Labour Party, Militant and SWP mixture) 
didn't want to and the local strike committee, 
entrammelled in the union rule book "didn't 
want to take any unofficial action". So 
despite the militancy of the civil servants 
during this strike (there were a series of 
walkouts by civil servants over the GCHQ 
affair as late as November), despite the 
fact that regular mass meetings of the 

DHSS workers took place (at which miners 
also were invited to participate) the workers 
at LOngbenton remained isolated. Why? The 
answer is that they lacked the experience 

of struggle to see through the double act 
worked by the union executive and the local 
strike committee. The local union hacks 
refused to act without the union consent 
whilst they kept on passing on messages 

that solidarity would be forthcoming 

“in the near future". Even at the end 

the CPSA was promising a national campaign 
blacking emergency procedures (e.g. hand 
writing of giros etc.) after Christmas! 


Again the Sheffield experience is similar. 
Again the local officials said the initiat- 
ive for escalating the struggle lay with 
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